2020-2021

Annual Report

MGC’s Mission
Marin Girls Chorus empowers girls to find and use their
voices through exceptional music education and the
joy of collaborative singing. By creating an inclusive
and diverse environment, we provide a stage for our
singers to build confidence, community, and a strong
sense of self through practice, performance, and
friendships that last a lifetime.

Letter from the President

YEAR AT A GLANCE
Total
expenditure

$103k

Total
revenue

$97k

Total revenue
from tuition

$59k

Percentage of
revenue from
tuition

61%

Percentage of
revenue from
giving

19%

Percentage of
revenue from
concerts

0%

Percentage of
board members
that gave

100%

Net income this
year (without
PPP money)

-$6k

Net income this
year (with
PPP money)

$22k

Net income
last year
Net income the
year before

-$3k
$11k

2020 was a rollercoaster year for Marin Girls Chorus as it was for
the wider world. With schools and offices closed we all spent
more time at home than ever. The early days of the pandemic
were so confusing and news reports emerged with ever increasing
alarm and frequency. The report of a mass breakout in an adult
chorus was particularly distressing and we felt it was only right
to suspend rehearsals until reliable information emerged. We
all became aware of Zoom but we grappled for a time with how
we could hold the chorus together through this medium. At the
same time, we knew how important the community of chorus
is to our girls and it became increasingly apparent that tough
times lay ahead. To be honest, the Board struggled with how to
proceed - how to preserve our special community whilst focusing
on ensuring a healthy environment for all. The financial position of
the organization was also a concern since our finances are always
extremely tight.
We were determined to find a solution and are immensely grateful
to our amazing teachers - Amanda, Cole and Nicole for not only
agreeing to teach online but continuing to strive for ways to
engage the girls under very difficult circumstances. Instead of
performances, we were able to make videos which was in itself
a painstaking and difficult task. Our teachers made it seem easy
but everyone was teaching themselves new skills whilst being
positive and upbeat for the girls. Kevin Gerzevitz deserves a
special thank you for putting together many of our videos, we
really could not have managed without him. Whilst a unsatisfactory
substitute for the joy of singing, the zoom classes and concerts
held our community together during very difficult circumstances.
As time went on, the older girls were able to meet outside and
it was heartwarming to hear their singing (and laughter!). We
were so happy to return to classes in the Fall under still difficult
circumstances but at least we were in person. Please know that
safety has always been our priority and we dream of a day when
we can return to normal - inside and not wearing masks!
Thank you sharing your love of music with us and we look forward
to a brighter future for us all,
Jane Chaplain
President
Board of Directors

A year of events
2020-2021 was another year of disappointments. Our long awaited trip to New York had
to be postponed as did our annual fundraiser, Love Song Singalong. We were able to have
2 online concerts using recordings which the girls and teachers worked on collaboratively.
Huge thanks go again to our teachers for the many hours of editing that went on behind
the scenes. As usual, we could not have managed without the expertise and commitment
of Kevin Gerzevitz.
We held two virtual community events during the year. A very successful fundraiser hosted by
Goldschmidt Vineyards where we tasted wine in the comfort of our homes while the winemaker, Nick
Goldschmidt, explained the intricacies of wine making to us. It was a very entertaining talk where we
were given a virtual tour of his wineries in Napa and New Zealand.
We also had a fun virtual quiz night where amongst music trivia questions, we learnt that Ms Amanada
started playing the violin in 3rd grade, Mr Cole graced the San Francisco opera stage aged 7 and Ms
Nicole’s first record was ‘Head over Heels’ by the Go-Go’s.

Allison has graciously shared some
insight into her life...

Farewell Beth,
Welcome Allison!

Do you have any pets?
“We have two cats named Tangie and Zorro
and two dogs named Sparkle and Genghis.
Zorro is the king of the domain. He keeps the
other animals in check with his claw skills and
righteous attitude.”
Is there someone who inspires you?
“Maya Angelou”
Where did you grow up?
“I grew up in Philadelphia. I moved to San
Francisco after graduating from college.
I also spent time living and working in London.
I have lived with my family and pets in West
Marin for the last 10 years.”
What are your favorite hobbies?
“Singing and making music. I sing in an
improvisational band and my son and I love to
come up with new rhythms and melodies. I also
love spending time with friends and family.”

Towards the end of the season we said farewell
to Beth Fogel who had been our Manager of
Operations for the year. Beth did a superb
job of keeping operations running smoothly.
Towards the end of the season, she was offered
a full-time position with the Mill Valley School
District. We thank her for all her hard work and
hope the new job goes well!
In her place, we welcomed Allison Faust as
the new Operations Manager. Allison has
brought energy, creativity and an attention
to detail that has been crucial to Marin Girls
Chorus successfully navigating 2021 and
Covid. Welcome Allison! We couldn’t do this
without you!

Have you taken up anything new during
Covid?
“I grew (and still grow) a lot of our own
fruits and vegetables. I also bought a synthesizer
and learned how to make some very
cool sounds from it.”
What brought you to Marin Girls Chorus?
“I love to serve the local community and what
could be better than a musical program
with a focus on educating and empowering girls
and young women? I have played and performed
as a vocalist and musician since my youth
and still do. It’s wonderful and fun to be able to
sing with confidence, to sing with others,
and to become comfortable performing in front
of audiences. Being a part of the community
arts organization with a mission to do just that is
very exciting for me.”

MGC Gives Thanks to its Donors
During COVID, MGC has been more thankful than ever for the extremely generous donations
provided by our MGC community. This vital support has enabled MGC to continue to provide its
high-quality music education to girls throughout Marin. We would like to give particular thanks to
our MGC families for their support. We would also like to give a special thanks to Nick and Yolyn
Goldschmidt of Goldschmidt Vineyards for the wonderful virtual Holiday Wine Tasting event that
they hosted to benefit MGC in December 2020. Nick provided us with both an informative and
entertaining tour through his delicious wines. With discounts and donations provided to MGC, this
event provided a wonderful addition to our annual fundraising events.

Thank You to Our Donors
Founders’ Circle

Choral Circle

Nathan Ballard

Honor Bulkley

Emma & Charles Cockerton

Jason & Alice Cummings

Steven & Christine Maxwell

Mark & Cathleen Albers

($1,000 and up)

($500 -$999)

Marin Music Chest
Nancy Neu
The Rosgen-Chaplain Family

Harmony Circle

Musical Friends

Nina Berman

Gail Chadwin

Joyce Corbett

Katherine Edwards

Jocelyn Corbett

Angela Ginsberg

Jill Dayal

Amanda Hahn

Julia Hellman

Kimberly Lichtenecker

Eliza Koeppel

Sara Moncada

Sarah Madland

Tapanee Poon

Trevor McCaw

Geraldine Walsh

($100 - $499)

Mariana Magdeleno
Susan & Bruce
Parsley
Jeffrey & Cara Peck
Nancy Rideout
Kristen Slowe
Alexis Walsh

($20 - $99)

Financial Details

MGC Revenue and Expense Breakdown 2020-21 FY

REVENUE

FY 20-21

%

FY 19-20

%

Diff

%

Tuition

$59,280

47.2%

$93,396

59.9%

-$34,116

-27.2%

Fundraising

$17,814

14.2%

$33,393

21.4%

-$15,579

-12.4%

Tours, Retreats and Camp

$20,378

16.2%

$19,793

12.7%

$585

0.5%

Concerts

$0

0.0%

$5,395

3.5%

-$5,395

-4.3%

Other

$0

0.0%

$0

0.0%

$0

0.0%

$28,020

22.3%

$4,000

2.6%

$24,020

19.1%

$125,492

100.0%

$155,977

100.0%

-$30,485

-24.3%

$85,627

83.1%

$120,287

75.7%

-$34,660

-33.6%

Overhead

$7,903

7.7%

$21,318

13.4%

-$13,415

-13.0%

Concerts, Tours & Retreats

$4,583

4.4%

$5,368

3.4%

-$785

-0.8%

Fundraising & Marketing

$4,984

4.8%

$11,869

7.5%

-$6,885

-6.7%

$103,097

100.0%

$158,842

100.0%

-$55,745

-54.1%

Grants
Total Revenue
EXPENSE
Core Singing Activities

Total Expense

This table summarizes actual revenues and expenditures handled by MGC
Note:
During this financial period we were fortunate to receive payments from the covid stimulus packages in
the form of PPP. This enabled us to survive as an organization but equally importantly to pay our staff
even though we had a large drop in revenue.

The Board Of Directors
The Board is made up of volunteers who join for a variety of reasons but are united in a love
of music. The Board is made up of community members, parents and grandparents. Formal
meetings happen monthly but board members often meet in between to discuss specifics. In
order to streamline the process, members chose a committee to join based on their interests
and experience. Current committees include finance, marketing, operations and fundraising. We
welcome new members at any time, anyone who does not want to make a full commitment is
very welcome to join a committee. As a lean organization, there is much to be done and a huge
range of ways to get involved. It is always interesting and more importantly, fun. Please email
Info@marinchorus.org if you are interested in finding out more.

Board of Directors

Advisory Board

Sally Aaron, MGC Parent
Jane Chaplain, Board President. MGC Parent
Emma Cockerton, MGC Parent
Nancy Neu, MGC Grandparent
Amy Parsley, MGC Parent
Nicole Schaefer, MGC Parent
Skye Thompson, Community Member

Laurel Roberts-Meese, MGC Alumna
Martha Wall, MGC Founder

“I love to hear a choir. I love the
humanity... to see the faces of real
people devoting themselves to a piece
of music. I like the teamwork. It makes
me feel optimistic about the human race
when I see them cooperating like that”
—Paul McCartney
“The only thing better than
singing is more singing.”
—Ella Fitzgerald

Marin Girls Chorus
(415) 827-7335
info@marinchorus.org
marinchorus.org

