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MGC’s Mission
Marin Girls Chorus empowers girls to find and use their
voices through exceptional music education and the
joy of collaborative singing. By creating an inclusive
and diverse environment, we provide a stage for our
singers to build confidence, community, and a strong
sense of self through practice, performance, and
friendships that last a lifetime.

Letter from the President
When my family moved to the US five years ago, I had a long todo list. One of the items on the list was to find a chorus for our
daughter who loved to sing. She had been in a chorus for several
years and we knew that it brought her joy but also that it gave her
a confidence that was not always present elsewhere. Zoe started
Marin Girls Chorus within a month of our arrival and in the years
since it has become her home, where she has found her community
and many friends. As parents we have loved being a part of that
community and at every concert we sit there amazed to hear the
girls’ voices. I don’t believe I have ever managed to sit dry eyed at
a concert.

YEAR AT A GLANCE
Total
expenditure

$158,291

Total
revenue

$155,897

Total revenue
from tuition

$90,261

Percentage of
revenue from
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58%
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giving

21%
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board members
that gave
Net income
in FY 19-20

Net income
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3.5%
100%
-$3k
$11k

I never imagined five years ago that I would be writing this as your
new President but I am thrilled to be here. Last season we had
a successful summer with a fun tour to Disneyland for the Upper
Division and summer camp for the Lower Division. We had nearly
100 girls enrolled in the Fall semester and had a full program in
place. We had an incredible winter concert in San Anselmo and
participated in the Holiday Concert with the Marin Symphony
Chorus. Reports of Covid-19 were circulating, but we could not
imagine how wide-ranging the effects would be. Just days before
our much-awaited performance at the Warriors game, the lock
down started.
It was a great pity that all later events were cancelled as well and
we could not meet in person. However, the community that is at
the core of our chorus remained. Like the rest of the world we
pivoted to Zoom and learnt that whilst not ideal, we can still sing
and find joy in it. Our teachers worked hard to produce a video to
replace our concert which I hope you will agree was spectacular.
Hopefully, our girls learnt that life will present obstacles, but they
can be overcome.
Thank you for remaining a part of this wonderful organization and
for your continued support. The next year will fill us with more
challenges but hopefully we will all continue to enjoy music and
community. We need you more than ever to help us ensure that
this organization survives so please stay with us. To coin a phrase we’ll be back!
I really hope to see you all in person in the months to come,
Jane Chaplain
President
Board of Directors

Chorus in the Age of COVID-19

A Year Like No Other
Zooming into Spring and Fall
As the reality of COVID-19 lockdowns hit
in March 2020, MGC pivoted to online
classes within the span of a week. Our
amazing teachers, staff and board quickly
learned the ins and outs of Zoom, and
off we went. While it was not the same,
it showed how MGC really is so much
more than singing. Our community has
shown resilience, connection, and passion
throughout the pandemic.

“It’s not the same, but it is still
very special. Seeing everyone, even
over Zoom is super awesome, and
the community we have is still
the same, and it is only stronger
because of the pandemic.”
—Cassidy McCaw, Age 13

Carnegie Delayed,
But The Singing Goes On
We can’t sugarcoat it. The spring brought
much disappointment, especially for the
Upper Division. Cancellations abounded.
Our girls missed singing at the Warriors
game, an overnight at the California
Academy of Sciences, and the much
anticipated performance at Carnegie Hall
in New York. Our community is strong, and
we adapted and created a beautiful music
recording to show the world that you can’t
stop our girls from singing and celebrating.

Carnegie Hall Tour Delayed
High up in the list of disappointments for 2020
must be the cancellation of our Summer Tour
to New York City for our Upper Division girls.
For several months they had been practicing
and perfecting the repertoire which, it should
be noted, was not an easy collection of choral
music. The excitement levels were palpable,
the girls worked extremely hard to be ready
for the prestige of a performance on such a
notorious stage, and it is probably fair to say
that not a single rehearsal passed without
those magic words being mentioned - New
York, New York, New York.

Summer Singing Fun
(even on Zoom)
Parents needed summer camp more than
ever this summer. Lower Division Director
Amanda Hahn created an incredibly
engaging online summer camp for K-5
girls over two weeks in June. Singing,
crafts, and dancing - all adapted for an
online environment - helped us deliver on
our mission to help girls find their voice,
especially in this unique environment.

“Chorus is still really fun, and
even more important in all our
lives during COVID. To have
somewhere where you can have
fun and release stress is really
needed during this time.”
—Lauren McKinley, Age 13

Our hopes were dashed as the number of
Covid-19 cases continued to rise and the
tour was cancelled. Another heartbreaking
disappointment for our singers, and
unfortunately a major challenge for the
Board of Directors when the tour company
announced that they would charge us a
significant fee for expenses already incurred.
As a Board, we were not prepared to accept
this for our families and weeks of negotiations
ensued. We were grateful for our parents who
patiently waited for the return of their funds.
We were also thankful for the help of local
attorney A. Cabral Bonner, of the Sausalito
based Law Offices of Bonner & Bonner, who
agreed to help us on a pro-bono basis. His
intervention was pivotal, and we were able
to secure the refund of all monies except
the initial non-refundable deposit, a fantastic
result and a huge relief for us all.
We have committed to returning to New York
in 2021 and we have all fingers crossed that
this might be possible.

MGC Gives Thanks to its Donors
MGC is extremely grateful to the Crescent
Porter Hale (CPH) foundation for its generous
grant of $20,000 to support the delivery of
choral music education to underserved middle
school girls in Marin. Although COVID-19 has
sadly delayed MGC’s plans to start two new
classes in middle schools serving underserved
neighborhoods in our county, we would like
to thank CPH for its continued support and
flexibility during these times.
MGC was also honored to receive a $4,000
grant from Marin Charitable to provide
financial assistance to MGC singers who would
otherwise be unable to go on our planned
Carnegie Hall, NYC tour. Unfortunately,
COVID-19 has meant that our Carnegie Hall
tour has had to be postponed, so we are
thankful to Marin Charitable for enabling us
to apply these funds, if needed, to a different
MGC project.

We must also give thanks to our MGC families
and community for their unfaltering support
during these challenging times for choral
organizations. Donations are critical to the
success of MGC and directly impact every one
of our singers by enabling MGC to continue to
provide high quality music education to girls
throughout Marin.

Thank You to Our Donors
Founders’ Circle
($1,000 and up)

Weissensee/Curtis Family Trust
The Rosgen-Chaplain Family
Marin Community Chest
Networking Entrepreneurial Women
William H. Donner Foundation
Marin Charitable
Crescent Porter Hale Foundation

Harmony Circle

Musical Friends

Susan and Bruce Parsley
William Hart
David and Tania Walters
Renee Rymer
Wendy & Michael Erickson
Mark and Kathy Edwards
Kimberly Shaffer
Nancy Neu
Joanna Foote
Larisa Cooley
Dorsi Bonner
Balch Family
Terry Morawitz
Melba Palmer
Amy Parsley
Steve and Marti Rule
Lynn Callender
The Cockerton Family

Ruth Sempell
Peter Thompson
Marcia Dezwarte & Martha Wall
Martin & Eleanor Hillyer
Barbara & Steve Roddie
Barbara Kvam
Nancy Scott
George & Nancy Ridout
Barbara Sabido
Skye Thompson
Ruthann Lovetang
Ali Stone
Bob Friestad
Berg-Smith Family
Julia Hellman

($100 - $499)

($20 - $99)

Auction High Bidders
Jill Dayal
The Cockerton Family

Key Factors to
Our Long-Term Success
Every year we work together as a community
to make our programs better. While the core
of our mission is focused on music education
for girls, our long-term success is dependent
on creating an engaging program that builds
a compelling community that our girls want
to be part of from elementary school through
high school. Our music directors, teachers,
staff, Board of Directors and parents work
hard to plan activities that allow our girls to
build friendships, interact with the broader
communities in which they live, and explore
the world outside of Marin.

that will continue to be critical to our success.
We also always look for opportunities to have
our Upper Division choristers and Lower
Division choristers interact and learn from
each other, as we know many of our Lower
Division girls dream of the day that they will
get to sing in their beautiful black dress as an
Upper Division singer.

Our Board of Directors is also focused on
the sustainability of our operations. Over the
last five years, we have been on a journey to
create a financially sound organization. We
have produced a robust fundraising program
This past year our Lower Division girls sang
that features our community building Loveat Fall and Halloween holiday celebrations Song-Sing-Along fundraiser each February
around Marin County while our Upper along with targeted grant writing throughout
Division continued the tradition of singing for the year. Administratively, our budgeting and
local assisted living communities. The Upper
accounting are sound, thanks to management
Division faced much disappointment this
from our Director of Operations and oversight
year with the delay of Carnegie Hall and the
from our Board. New programs like our
cancellation of opportunities like singing the
increasingly popular summer camps have had
National Anthem
for theagainst
Warriors.
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year programs. We continue to develop and
evolve various effective marketing campaigns
that increase our brand awareness throughout
the Bay Area, attracting new choristers to
our organization as well as new donors. This
year, with a generous grant from the Crescent
Porter Hale Foundation, we look forward to
expanding our program into less advantaged
middle school communities in Marin.
Each year we seek to provide stellar music
education by hiring and retaining exceptionally
talented directors, teachers and staff who
are dedicated to our community values and
fostering our choristers. We believe that Marin
Girls Chorus enriches the body, mind and
spirit and encourages girls to find their own
voices through song. The passion of our staff,
innovation of our Board and loyalty of our
community is what helps Marin Girls Chorus
endure.
We have made much progress, but we know
that we can do even more to elevate Marin
Girls Chorus as the destination for the highest
quality music education in Marin County.
In the present year, Covid-19 has brought
on new challenges as we work on ways to
continue to deliver the greatest experience for
Marin Girls Chorus. Our focused fundraising
program looks different as we navigate
through Covid-19 restrictions while keeping
everyone safe. However, our goal is the same
– to continue to support our Lower Division
and Upper Division girls as they further their
music education and discover the joy of
singing together.
Thank you for your generous support.

Winter Concert
After a semester of hard, but fun, rehearsals
the Chorus met for our Holiday Concert on
December 14, 2019. It was our 32nd concert
and, as usual, did not disappoint. It is always
thrilling to see all the girls together in the
same venue united in their love of singing.
Just over one hundred girls gathered
together to give their audience a treat. The
younger girls were excited to see the older
girls in their elegant black performance
dresses. The older girls gushed over how
cute the younger girls were.
Amongst the highlights were our Frescos
performing ‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer’ and the very popular ‘Oye’ sung
by Bel Canto and Chantons. The Giocosos’
song ‘Welcome Christmas’ and the Ariosos’
‘Let it Snow” got us firmly into the spirit of
the season and we all enjoyed joining in
with “Jingle Bell Rock”.
As ever, we appreciated the hard work
of all the teachers and our accompanists,
including parent Nathan Ballard on violin.

See you all in 2021!

Farewell Laurel
Of all who have been associated with Marin Girls Chorus,
Laurel has held a special place in our hearts since she assumed
a leadership position with the organization 5-years ago. Her
commitment to bringing joy through music to each and every
girl – and member of the community – is the essence of the
foundation of this institution, and one of the keys to its success
during her time spent as Board President and later as the Director
of Operations. She has worked relentlessly to guarantee the
smooth operation of MGC with her impeccable organizational
skills, caring hands-on style and impressive enthusiasm. During
her tenure, Laurel has ensured and protected the legacy of MGC
by creating long lasting connections with vendors, members
of the community, donors, parents and most importantly the
girls! We are happy that Laurel remains part of the organization
in an advisory capacity. Thank you for your years of dedication!

Thank you for your service Skye!
We want to give a tremendous thank you to Skye Thompson for
heading our team of Directors as Board President for the last
two years. As President, Skye welcomed seven new members
onto the Board of Directors, assuring organizational leadership
for years to come. He also ushered in an era of financial stability
by chairing the Financial Committee, overseeing the budgeting
process and maintaining the non-profit’s fiscal responsibilities.
Skye spearheaded the rebranding and marketing campaigns
that refreshed Marin Girls Chorus’ image by updating the
website and creating a new logo and tagline. Always looking
toward the future, Skye helps secure grants for new programs to
expand MGC and diligently serves on the Governance and Policy
Committee. We are very glad to have him continue on as Board
Treasurer and are thankful for his dedication to our girls and
our community.

Welcome to
Cole Thomason-Redus, Upper Division Director
A two-time GRAMMY Award Winning choral artist, Cole is a 5thgeneration San Franciscan with twenty-four years of experience
teaching music to young minds. He began singing at the age
of seven in the San Francisco Boys Chorus and went on to
serve as their Assistant Conductor, in addition to numerous
other positions with organizations such as Chanticleer, Ragazzi
Boys Chorus, San Francisco Arts Education Project and Ruth
Asawa San Francisco School of the Arts.
Additionally, Cole held a seven-year tenure as Curator of
Classical Music at iTunes and APPLE MUSIC and was one of
five classical musicologists employed by Pandora Media Inc.
as part of the Music Genome Project.

Welcome to
Beth Fogel, Manager of Operations
Beth has spent the last ten years supporting education and
the arts in Marin. For over three years she has been the
Administrative Assistant at Park Elementary School in Mill
Valley. As Communication Chair for Kiddo!, the educational
foundation that supports music and art programs in the
Mill Valley School District, she created and implemented
communication plans that supported three strong fundraising
years for the organization, then served another three
years on the Kiddo! Board as Secretary. She also served as
Communications Chair for the successful Renew for Mill Valley
Schools parcel tax campaign, and created and implemented
a membership program for the Friends of the Mill Valley Fall
Arts Festival.

Financial Details

MGC Revenue and Expense Breakdown 2019-20 FY
Income

$155,977

Expenses

$158,842

Net Income

(Previous FY: $158,839)

(Previous FY: $147,438)

(Previous FY: $11,401)

59.9%

Tuition

75.7%

21.4%
12.7%
3.5%
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Core Singing
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Fundraising
Overhead
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& Camp

-$2,865

13.4%
7.5%
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0%

Fundraising
& Marketing

3.4%

2.6% Grants

This table summarizes actual revenues and expenditures handled by MGC
REVENUE

FY 19-20

%

FY 18-19

%
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%

Tuition

$93,396

59.9%

$78,636

49.5%

$14,760

9.5%

Fundraising

$33,393

21.4%

$35,924

22.6%

-$2,531

-1.6%

Tours, Retreats and Camp

$19,793

12.7%

$33,480

21.1%

-$13,687

-8.8%

$5,395

3.5%

$8,819

5.6%

-$3,424

-2.2%

$0

0.0%

$1,980
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2.6%

$0
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100.0%
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$21,318
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$5,368

3.4%

$13,607

9.2%

-$8,239

-5.2%

$11,869

7.5%

$7,932

5.4%

$3,937

2.5%

Total Expense

$158,842

100.0%

$147,438

100.0%

$11,404
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NET INCOME

-$2,865

-$14,266

-9.0%

Concerts
Other
Grants
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EXPENSE
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Overhead
Concerts, Tours & Retreats
Fundraising & Marketing

$11,401

Board Member Spotlight
Amy Parsley & Nancy Neu

Amy Parsley has served as the Board’s Lower Division Liaison for
the last three years and has helped every aspect of MGC flourish.
From fundraising to budgeting to marketing, Amy contributes her
unique perspective to each committee and every event she helps
create. Amy always aims to determine how we can produce the best
possible experience for our girls and design a better organization
for our employees, staff and community.

Nancy Neu, although still fairly new to the MGC Board of Directors,
has been an invaluable resource during the last year. Her work with
local schools and her up-to-date knowledge about navigating the
Covid-19 crisis and beyond, has aided and guided MGC during
these difficult times. Nancy has helped us keep a positive outlook
while assisting in creating policies that keep our choristers safe.

Thank you, Amy and Nancy, for your creativity, insight, and commitment!

Board of Directors

Sally Aaron, MGC Parent
Dorsi Bonner1, Community Member
Jane Chaplain2, President, MGC Parent
Emma Cockerton3, MGC Parent
Nancy Neu, MGC Grandparent
Amy Parsley4, MGC Parent
Nicole Schaefer, MGC Parent
Skye Thompson5, Community Member

Governance and Policy Committee Chair
Operations Committee Chair
3
Fundraising Committee Chair
4
Marketing Committee Chair
5
Finance Committee Chair
1
2

Advisory Board

Autumn Allee
Laurel Roberts-Meese, MGC Alumna
Martha Wall, MGC Founder

Come join us!

If you want to give back to the MGC community,
consider joining the Board of Directors or volunteering
on a specific committee!
Contact us today for more information.
info@marinchorus.org

MGC celebrated its 13th annual Love Song Sing
Along (LSSA) evening and auction in January
2020. During this festive evening, families
enjoyed games, pasta and of course some
community singing. Thanks to the generosity
of attendees and silent auction donors, MGC
raised over $12,900.
More than 60 Bay Area business and individuals
kindly donated items to our silent auction
ranging from amazing experiences, sports and
musical events to wines. We would like to give
special thanks to our former Board President
Skye Thompson’s family for again donating a
stay in their condo in beautiful Molokai, Hawaii.
COVID-19 means we will have to wait to hold
our 14th LSSA in person, but the MGC Board is
planning a number of exciting community and
fundraising events in the coming year!

Teacher Spotlight

Nicole Smith, Lower Division Teacher
Nicole Smith was born in Palo Alto, California and raised in San
Mateo. By the time she was graduating high school, becoming
a professional musician was high on her list of potential careers.
While earning a double degree at Atlanta’s Emory University, Nicole
played with several local musicians, concentrating on her guitar
studies and playing local clubs. Upon graduation she returned to
the San Francisco Bay Area and became active in the local music
scene, playing many genres of music but eventually settling into
playing and singing Salsa and Latin Jazz almost exclusively. Nicole
remains an active professional musician.
Nicole has completed several courses of study in Orff-Schulwerk
through the AOSA National Conferences and also the San
Francisco Orff Course.
Nicole has taught our Tuesday Fresco and Giocoso classes in San
Anselmo since Fall 2018.

Our Hero, Kevin
Once Covid-19 closed classes in March we knew that we would
not be able to meet for our usual end of semester performance.
It did not take long before virtual choir performances were
appearing all over the internet. We longed to make a similar
video but were terrified at how much such a project might cost.
We could only imagine how many hours of work and which type
of specialized equipment would be required.
Luckily, a solution appeared before us in the form of Kevin
Gerzevitz. He was not riding on a strong horse with lots of
armor, but he really was a hero to us. Using his technical and
musical expertise, he pulled a proposal together and created
instructions for our teachers and students to follow. (He may
have been coerced by his wife, our very own Lower Division
Director Amanda Hahn!) In the following weeks, he worked for
hours to put together a quality video which rivals any we have
seen. We are so grateful that he has agreed to work with us
again this semester. We look forward to seeing the results!

“The man who disparages music as a
luxury and non-essential is doing the
nation an injury. Music now, more
than ever before, is a national need.”
—Woodrow Wilson

Marin Girls Chorus
(415) 827-7335
info@marinchorus.org
marinchorus.org

